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What is the role for Children Previously in Care
and Children Living in Kinship Care

The Virtual School is a source of advice and
information to help their parents, guardians and
carers to advocate for them as effectively as
possible. Virtual Schools are not acting as part of
the corporate parent role in these circumstances,
but are there to promote the educational
achievement of these children through the
provision of advice and information to relevant
parties.

These parties include:

e Parents, Guardians and Carers

o Staff within education settings

e Social workers from the Adoption and SGO
Support Team

e Other Local Authority teams e.g. SEND

services

How is this different to a child who is in care?

For children in care, the Virtual School needs to
be the educational advocate that parents,
guardians and carers are for children previously in
care and children living in kinship care.

What is the offer for Cambridgeshire?

For children aged 2-16 Virtual Schools must:

° Respond to parental, guardian and carers
requests for advice and information
regarding education. This may include
signposting to other services that can offer
advice and support.

° Respond to requests for advice and
information from providers of early
education, designated teachers in
maintained schools and academies and
providers of alternative provision in the
area in respect of individual children
supported by the local authority.

° Make general advice and information
available to early years settings and schools
to improve awareness of the vulnerability
and needs of children previously in care,
including attachment and trauma.

. Provide advice on the use of Pupil Premium
Plus to support children previously in care.

o Promote the role of the Virtual School with
key partners.

. Provide training for parents, guardians,
carers and education settings.

DfE (February 2018) Promoting the education of
looked after children and previously looked after
children; Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities

Training

Training opportunities are available for
parents, guardians, carers and
professionals. Please see the virtual
school website for details.
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Contact Details

Office number: 01223 699883

Office email:
virtualschool@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Website:

https://
www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/

school-improvement/cambridgeshire-s-
virtual-school-for-looked-after-children/

Twitter: Cambridgeshire Virtual
School@Cambridgeshirl9



