
Name 

 

Glossary for More About Dissolving 

 
decant 

 

Letting solids settle to the bottom and pouring off 

the liquid carefully. 

dissolve 

 

The name given to the change when a solid passes 

into a solution. 

insoluble 

 

The name given to a material that will not dissolve. 

mixture 

 

Two or more materials mixed together but they can 

be easily separated. 

particles 

 

The smallest possible piece of a material. They are 

so small they cannot even be seen with a 

microscope. 

reversible 

change 
 

A change to a material that can easily be turned 

back again. 

saturated 

 

When a solution cannot dissolve any more of the 

solid. 

soluble 

 

What we call a material that does dissolve. 

 

solute 

 

What we call the material that will dissolve  e.g. 

salt is a solute because it dissolves in water. 

solution 

 

A mixture of solid and a dissolved liquid. You can’t 

see the solid, but it’s still there. 

solvent 

 

The liquid that some materials will dissolve in. 

 


