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Strategies for learning new topic-specific words 

 
 

Word Map 
 

• Write the chosen word in the middle of a piece of paper 

• From this word draw red lines on the right-hand side 

• These are for the phonology of the word 

• i.e., what it begins with – how many syllables - how many letters - what it rhymes with 

• on the left draw green lines for the descriptive words and the pupil to draw pictures 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                             
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 What sound 
does it start 

with? 

How 
many 

syllables
? 

What does 

it rhyme 
with? 

What do you do 
with it? 

Where do you find it? 

What parts does it 
have? 

What group does it 
belong to? 

What else? 
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These activities are quicker to do: 

 
 
Word Bluff 
 

• Write out 3 sentences describing something 

• Only one is the true meaning – the other 2 are not related to the word at all and are silly 

sentences 
 
 
Word Wise Whizz 
 

• Think of the meaning 

• Think of the sound 

• Think of a sentence 
 
 

Word connections 
 

• Write the target word in the middle 

• Write some words that are linked to the target word around it and some that are not 

• Pupil to join the correct words with a line to the target word 
 
 

Word Choice 
 

• Write a question about the target word 

• List about 5 words where 2 or 3 are the correct answer to the meaning of that word 

• The other words are not linked 

• Pupil to cross out the words that are not linked to the question 

 
True or false 
 

• Target Word   Is it true or false? 

• Makeupup 4 statements  

• Some will be true and some false, pupil to highlight the true ones 

• Pupils can do this activity for each other 
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