
 
 

Key stage 1 English writing standardisation exercise 1 

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the 

discussion with the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is 

independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 

own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the 

strongest piece, and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s 

books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in 

the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided 

evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end 

of key stage 1: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 

expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 

includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged 

individually. 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a diary entry 

B) a report 

C) an adventure story 

D) a description 

E) a newspaper article 

F) a persuasive letter 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740343/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_1_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil A – Piece A: a diary entry 

Context: pupils studied the book ‘Leaf’ by Sandra Dieckmann, which is a story about a 

polar bear who arrives in the woods and is shunned by the woodland animals around 

him. They wrote a diary entry detailing the polar bear’s experience at being separated 

from his family. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil A – Piece B: a report 

Context: as part of their learning about pirates, pupils wrote a report detailing facts they 

had learnt about the life of a pirate. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil A – Piece C: an adventure story 

Context: as part of their learning about pirates, pupils wrote an adventure story detailing 

different characters and exciting events. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil A – Piece D: a description 

Context: the class had shared the fiction story ‘The Secret of Black Rock’ by Joe Stanton. 

The book is about an entity that adults believe is a dangerous, spiky rock, but is in fact a 

creature that lives near the surface of the water. Pupils wrote a descriptive piece, 

describing what the creature might look like. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil A – Piece E: a newspaper article 

Context: pupils studied the life and achievements of Grace Darling. As part of their 

learning, they wrote a report in the style of a newspaper article to describe the events of 

Grace’s most well-known rescue mission. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil A – Piece F: a persuasive letter 

Context: this persuasive letter was written following some class learning about using 

persuasive language orally, via a debate. It is a continuation of the class work on ‘The 

Secret of Black Rock’ by Joe Swanton, in which pupils wrote a letter to persuade adults 

that the black rock is not dangerous, as they had believed. 

 

Dear Grownups. 

I believe that you should not destroy Black rock because it is bad for the creature you 

should not kill living thing you know lods of creature’s live there so if you destroy black 

rock you won’[t] just destroy that but you will destroy a hole home of living creature’s. 

Also you will kill all the fish then you won’t be able to cach fish. Another reason is black 

rock is king and frindly. I strong[ly] believe that you will destr[oy] the hole ecosystem. 

How about if you kill black rock it might be its only kind left. I believe that you should not 

destroy Black rock it won’t be able to save you if you drown. 

From [name] 
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) an information text 

B) a story 

C) a story ending 

D) a letter 

E) a description 

F) a poem 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil B – Piece A: an information text 

Context: as part of their topic ‘Into the woods’, pupils explored a range of non- fiction 

texts about hedgehogs. Using a modelled report, they discussed with their teacher some 

of the features of an information text, before writing their own fact files on hedgehogs. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil B – Piece B: a story 

Context: as part of their topic ‘Into the woods’, the class read and explored the book 

‘Tidy’ by Emily Gravett. They then wrote their own version of the story. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil B – Piece C: a story ending 

Context: as part of their learning about famous pilots in history, the class read ‘Amelia 

Earhart: Little People, Big Dreams’ by Isabel Sanchez Vegara. Pupils learnt to talk 

through the story before writing their own ending to Amelia’s adventure. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil B – Piece D: a letter 

Context: at the beginning of their summer Caribbean topic (Ahoy there!), pupils wrote 

letters to Sir David Attenborough, requesting information about the types of animals that 

could be found on the island of Jamaica.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil B – Piece E: a description 

Context: as part of their summer Caribbean topic ‘Ahoy there!’, pupils designed their own 

mythical Caribbean creature and then wrote a description of it. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil B – Piece F: a poem 

Context: pupils watched Péter Vácz’s animated version of the Hungarian poem 

‘Streamschool’ (Patakiskola), which uses personification in its description of a young 

girl’s journey to the sea. Pupils explored how personification could be achieved through 

the use of nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs, before being asked to write their own 

personification poem about a Caribbean island. 
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a ‘rags to riches’ story 

B) a fairy tale 

C) a folk tale 

D) an information text 

E) a recount 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil C – Piece A: a ‘rags to riches’ story 

Context: pupils wrote their own version of a traditional tale, inspired by ‘The Elves and 

the Shoemaker’. 

Transcript: xxxx is used to show where a word or words are not available in the 

reproduction of the pupil work 

A long long time ago in a faraway land lived a poor desprate shopowner and her 

husband. They had no money to buy food with and they were allmost homeless. This is 

all the plastic we I have left gasped the shopowner. That night the shopowner put the 

plastic on the brown smooth table. She went to bed because xxxxxxxx. The next xxxx 

down the dirty xxxx. To his suprise the plastic had been made into beautyful antiques. 

Who made these antiques? gasped the shopowner. Suddenly a rich respected princess 

xxxxxxxx the shop. She gave the shopowner xxxx gold coins. With the money xxxxxxxx 

That night the shopowner put more plastic on black creaky table. 

The shopowner and her husband hid in the dirty shop. [pupil’s erased material] They 

waited and waited until suddenly xxxx shut door opened. To their suprise two gnomes 

walked into the room dressed in smelly and dirty rags. They jumped on the brown smooth 

table and opened there miniture pink bags. They joind and hammered they joined and 

hammered all night long. The next morning they had made lots of beautifull antques 

antiques. Meanwhile the pink gnomes picked up their tiny pink bags. Just then a little girl 

walked into the poor shop. Theese are the most wonderfull antiques I’ve ever seen 

gasped the shopowner little girl. She gave the shopowner 6 gold coins. That night the 

shopowner put more plastic on the brown dirty table. 

That night the gnomes found the pink outfits. They were suprised but they happily put 

them on. The gnomes and the shopowner kept working together. They became very rich 

and xxxx. The shopowner gave some clothes to the gnome[s] and she went on a holliday 

with the magical gnomes. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil C – Piece B: a fairy tale 

Context: pupils studied an alternative version of a fairy tale, ‘Cendrillon: A Caribbean 

Cinderella’ by Robert D San Souci. They went on to write their own alternative version of 

the tale. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil C – Piece C: a folk tale 

Context: pupils read and explored ‘The Magic Paintbrush’ by Julia Donaldson. They went 

on to write their own version of the story. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil C – Piece D: an information text 

Context: pupils studied ‘The Sea Book’ by Charlotte Milner, an information text covering 

information on sea creatures, habitats and related environmental issues. They then wrote 

a report about their chosen underwater creature. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 1 

Pupil C – Piece E: a recount 

Context: pupils wrote a recount of their visit to a Forest School in the summer term. 
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