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Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 3 

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that discussion with the 

teacher during the moderation visit has satisfied you that the writing is independent, including the 

use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own.  

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest piece, 

and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the pupil’s 

independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in the form of 

spelling tests, exercises or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular weakness. 

You should not assume that the exercise includes one collection from each of the standards within 

the English writing framework at the end of key stage 2: working towards the expected standard, 

working at the expected standard or working at greater depth. Each collection should be judged 

individually. 

Please ensure that you note your answers down clearly and correctly, and give them to the person 

overseeing the standardisation exercise once completed. There is no template for you to record 

your responses. You will need to record your responses using a format agreed within your local 

authority. 

 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a recipe 

B) a story opening 

C) a letter 

D) an information text 

E) an explanation text 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil A - Piece A: a recipe 

Context: as part of their topic on World War 1, the class learnt about rationing and life in the 

trenches. Having cooked Maconochie stew in design technology, they used their knowledge and 

experience to create a set of instructions on how to make the dish. Pupils selected information 

about the stew and its use during the war to include in the text.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil A - Piece B: a story opening 

Context: as part of a poetry performance, pupils learnt and performed Jabberwocky (Lewis Carroll). 

To support their understanding of the poem, they wrote their own narrative version of the opening, 

choosing to adopt the point of view of either the protagonist or the Jabberwock.  
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Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil A - Piece C: a letter 

Context: as part of a poetry performance, pupils read, learnt and performed Jabberwocky (Lewis 

Carroll). They debated whether the Jabberwock should have been slain, before writing a letter to the 

protagonist, urging him to reconsider his actions.  
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil A - Piece D: an information text 

Context: having read The Land of Neverbelieve (Norman Messenger), pupils created models of their 

own fantastical landscapes. They acted out a journey through their imaginary land and then used 

their ideas to write an information text. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil A - Piece E: an explanation text 

Context: as part of their history topic, pupils learnt about the causes of World War 2. They used their 

knowledge to write an explanation text, choosing, as a class, the main causes they wanted to 

explore. Following the initial draft, pupils edited and then typed their work. 
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Pupil B  

This collection includes: 

A) a short suspense story 

B) a balanced argument 

C) a poem 

D) a formal letter 

E) a myth 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil B - Piece A: a short suspense story 

Context: as part of a unit of work on storytelling, pupils discussed the attributes of a good short 

suspense story. Having read The Hook (Roger Hurn), they used the title as a stimulus for their own 

short, chilling tale. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil B - Piece B: a balanced argument 

Context: as part of a project on art in the community, pupils explored the growing popularity of 

graffiti. Pupils were divided in their views as to whether graffiti artists should be allowed to deface 

public buildings with their art and, following a class debate, wrote their own balanced arguments for 

and against graffiti. 

 



 13 

 

Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil B - Piece C: a poem 

Context: as part of a theme of work on ‘Frozen Kingdoms’, pupils explored a collection of poems 

featuring personification, including Snow and Snow (Ted Hughes), and I am Winter, King of 

Seasons (Brenda Williams), as well as a BBC trailer for the Winter Olympics. They then planned 

and wrote their own ‘winter’ poems, focusing on powerful imagery and personification. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3 

Pupil B - Piece D: a formal letter 

Context: having revisited the features of formal writing, a scenario was provided in which a visit to a 

local cinema failed to go to plan. Pupils role-played ways in which they might react to failings by 

both staff and management, and then wrote a formal letter of complaint to the manager. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil B - Piece E: a myth 

Context: as part of a topic on Mexico, pupils learnt about Mayan mythology. They explored how and 

why a character might embark on a quest, as well as the challenges they might face. The pupil then 

chose to write the opening to their own Mayan myth. 
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Pupil C  

This collection includes: 

A) a character description  

B) a promotional leaflet  

C) a first-person narrative 

D) a non-chronological report 

E) a legend 

F) a letter 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece A: a character description 

Context: having read the first few chapters of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (Roald Dahl), 

pupils undertook hot-seating activities to explore some of the characters in the book. They 

considered the features of an effective character description before writing a profile of a character of 

their choice. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece B: a promotional leaflet 

Context: as part of their exploration of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (Roald Dahl), pupils were 

informed that a new chocolate factory was to be opened. They read reviews of local attractions 

before designing and writing a leaflet promoting the new factory. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece C: a first-person narrative 

Context: having read The Land of Neverbelieve (Norman Messenger), pupils were asked to imagine 

they had visited the part of the island that most appealed to them. Using pictures from the book as a 

guide, they wrote a first-person narrative, describing the scenery and wildlife encountered. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece D: a non-chronological report 

Context: during a visit to Warner Bros. studio, pupils observed how hybrid creatures were created 

for films. They later designed their own imaginary creature before writing a non-chronological report 

about their creation, drawing on the stimulus text Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (JK 

Rowling), clips from the corresponding film and a modelled text about a manticore. 

 



 23 

 

Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece E: a legend 

Context: pupils explored the legend King Krakus and the Dragon (Janina Domanska). They then 

used the structure of the source stimulus to write a story based on their imaginary creature, a town 

of their choice and an original hero. 
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Key stage 2 exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece F: a letter 

Context: as part of their work in geography, pupils learnt about a cocoa-growing co-operative in 

Ghana. They explored a case study of life in Mim (a village in rural Ghana), drew inferences about 

the lives of local people from a series of pictures and made notes from online interviews. Pupils then 

wrote a letter to a friend, informing them about their daily life in Ghana. 

 

 


