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Key stage 1 English writing standardisation exercise 3   

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that discussion with the   

teacher during the moderation visit has satisfied you that the writing is independent, including the 

use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own.  

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest piece, 

and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the pupil’s 

independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in the form of 

spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular weakness. 

You should not assume that the exercise includes one collection from each of the standards within 

the English writing framework at the end of key stage 1: working towards the expected standard, 

working at the expected standard or working at greater depth. Each collection should be judged 

individually.  

Please ensure that you note your answers down clearly and correctly, and give them to the person 

overseeing the standardisation exercise once completed. There is no template for you to record 

your responses. You will need to record your responses using a format agreed within your local 

authority. 

Pupil A  

This collection includes: 

A) a story extract 

B) a recount 

C) an informative article 

D) a diary entry 

E) a character description 

F) an information text  

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740343/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_1_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil A - Piece A: a story extract 

Context: after exploring The Disgusting Sandwich (Gareth Edwards) as a class, pupils wrote their 

own version of the story.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil A - Piece B: a recount 

Context: after reading The Disgusting Sandwich (Gareth Edwards), pupils attended their own year 2 

‘disgusting party’. They then wrote a recount, detailing their experience. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil A - Piece C: an informative article 

Context: as part of their Regal Royal topic, pupils read The Queen’s Knickers (Nicholas Allan). They 

discussed ideas for a pair of knickers that might be worn at a royal wedding, and how they might be 

protected, before writing an informative article to describe and explain their design. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil A - Piece D: a diary entry 

Context: as part of their Regal Royal topic, pupils explored the royal wedding of Prince Harry and 

Meghan Markle. They were then asked to write a diary entry from the perspective of the Queen, 

incorporating their previous work based on The Queen’s Knickers (Nicholas Allan). 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil A - Piece E: a character description 

Context: after reading The Gruffalo (Julia Donaldson), pupils wrote a character description of the 

gruffalo, drawing on, and expanding, the language from the book. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil A - Piece F: an information text  

Context: as part of their Amazing Creatures topic, pupils explored a range of non-fiction texts about 

different animals. They then discussed ideas for their own mythical creature and wrote an 

information text about their creation. 
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) a retelling of a traditional tale 

B) a story opening 

C) a recount 

D) a collection of letters 

  



 11 

 

Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil B - Piece A: a retelling of a traditional tale 

Context: as part of their Tall Tales topic, pupils explored a range of traditional tales. They then wrote 

a story based on Jack and the Beanstalk, incorporating some elements drawn from other stories 

they had read.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil B - Piece B: a story opening 

Context: as part of their Dragons topic, pupils explored stories that involved a dragon. They then 

wrote their own opening to a dragon story, incorporating the first line which was given. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil B - Piece C: a recount 

Context: having visited a royal county show, pupils wrote a recount about their favourite aspects of 

the day.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil B - Piece D: a collection of letters 

Context: as a class, pupils explored The Day the Crayons Quit (Drew Daywalt), comprising a series 

of letters written from the point of view of crayons. They then wrote their own letters from the 

perspective of some other items of stationery.  
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Pupil C  

 
This collection includes: 

A) a recount of a visit to an athletics stadium 

B) a set of instructions 

C) a retelling of a story 

D) a story 

E) a recount of a visit to a farm 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil C - Piece A: a recount of a visit to an athletics stadium 

Context: as part of their work in physical education, pupils visited a local athletics stadium. They 

then wrote a recount about the activities undertaken during their visit. The pupil self-edited their 

work. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece B: a set of instructions 

Context: as part of their Mythical Creatures topic, pupils explored stories that involved mythical 

creatures. They then wrote their own set of instructions about how to catch a bookworm. The pupil 

self-edited their work. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil C - Piece C: a retelling of a story 

Context: as a class, pupils explored stories which involved animals, including Aesop’s Fables. A 

local storyteller visited the school and told a story about a selfish lion. Pupils then wrote their own 

version of the tale and self-edited their work. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil C - Piece D: a story 

Context: after a visit from a local storyteller (see piece C), pupils were supported to plan their own 

animal story, incorporating a moral. They then independently wrote a version of the story. The pupil 

self-edited their work. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece E: a recount of a visit to a farm 

Context: as part of their Farmyard Adventures topic, pupils visited a local farm. On their 

return, they wrote a recount of their experience. The pupil self-edited their work. 

 

 


