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Key stage 1 English writing standardisation exercise 2  
For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the 
discussion with the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is 
independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s 
own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest 
piece and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the 
pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in 
the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 
weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end of 
key stage 1: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 
expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 
includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged 
individually. 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a recount 

B) a character description 

C) a recount 

D) a short story  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740343/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_1_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 1 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece A: a recount 

Context: following a class visit, the pupils were asked to produce a recount that could be 
read in an assembly to let other children know about the day. This pupil’s group was given 
photographs to aid the sequencing of events. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil A – Piece B: a character description 

Context: the class listened to parts of an abridged version of Lewis Carroll’s ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ (Lesley Sims) as well as watching excerpts from the Tim Burton film. The 
pupils were asked to write a description of a character of their choice. These were then 
used on a display, to accompany visual imagery, for readers to learn more about the 
characters from the book. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece C: a recount 

Context: after a class discussion, pupils were asked to write a recount of an event they 
participated in during a school break. This pupil described a family party. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2 

Pupil A – Piece D: a short story 

Context: using a series of pictorial images from the film ‘Alice in Wonderland’, the pupil was 
asked to tell the story of Alice up to the point when she fell into the rabbit’s hole and finds 
the ‘Drink Me’ potion. The teacher encouraged oral rehearsal of each picture and related 
sentences. The pupil used a tablet to orally rehearse their ideas. The writing was completed 
over 2 days. Images from the film have been removed from the top of each page.
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Pupil B 
This collection includes: 

A) a journal 

B) a narrative story  

C) a story 

D) a non-chronological report 

E) a set of instructions 

F) a recount 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece A: a journal 

Context: the children were asked to write a daily journal about the hatching of a group of 
chicks in school. The pupil was keen to add detail so that readers could feel the excitement 
and concerns of the event from the perspective of the writer. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil B – Piece B: a narrative story 

Context: the class had read a selection of dragon stories including ‘The Dragon Machine’ 
(Helen Ward). Inspired by this book, the pupil asked if they could write their own story about 
a boy in a school with a problematic dragon. The pupil planned the story first, describing the 
key problem and how the main character changed throughout the tale. Using a class 
visualiser, the pupil finally shared and read the story to the rest of the year group. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil B – Piece C: a story 

Context: the class explored the imagery and prose of ‘The Fox and The Star’ (Coralie 
Bickford-Smith). Using these stimuli and drama input, the children created their own stories. 
Final versions were read at a parent assembly at the end of the term. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil B – Piece D: a non-chronological report 

Context: the children learned about St George as part of their dragon topic. After looking at 
various fact files, the pupil chose the format for their own information text, using direct 
address to the reader. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2 

Pupil B – Piece E: a set of instructions 

Context: following the hatching of class chicks and using their own journals, the children 
were asked to write instruction sheets for potential carers. The pupil determined the 
structure of the writing. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil B – Piece F: a recount 

Context: during a trip to the beach, the children did a range of activities. On their return to 
school, they were asked to describe the day but clearly conveying the events and 
excitement of the day. 
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a description of a marine event 

B) an alternative ending 

C) a recount  

D) a letter 

E) a story
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Key stage 1 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece A: a description of a marine event 

Context: inspired by a class reading of ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ (Ronda and David 
Armitage), the pupils were provided with a series of sea-based images, which they had to 
organise into a short narrative and then recount to a peer. They then produced a short 
descriptive piece relaying the events. An image from the book has been removed from the 
top of the page. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece B: an alternative ending 

Context: using the premise of ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ (Ronda and David 
Armitage), the pupils worked in ‘talk-groups’ to think of new endings to the story. These 
were acted out in a drama lesson. The children then used a story journey map to plot their 
ideas before writing. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece C: a recount 

Context: after a school visit, the class was asked to write a brief recount of the journey. 
Pupils were encouraged to independently select and use sequential words or phrases. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece D: a letter 

Context: the class enjoyed ‘The Blue Penguin’ (Petr Horacek) as part of whole-class guided 
reading. It was used as part of a PSHE focus looking at how children can be cruel to 
anyone they see as different. The pupils were asked to write a letter to another sea 
creature, in role as the Blue Penguin, explaining how they felt and the possible support they 
needed. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2 

Pupil C – Piece E: a story 

Context: following a class discussion on how animals, like people, have to live in habitats 
and try to get on with each other, the pupil asked if they could write their own story during a 
‘free-writing’ session about a mischievous bat. The pupil animatedly read the story to a 
group of children in an early years’ class. 
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