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Key stage 1 English writing standardisation exercise 2  

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that discussion with the 

teacher during the moderation visit has satisfied you that the writing is independent, including the 

use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own.  

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest piece, 

and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the pupil’s 

independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in the form of 

spelling tests, exercises, or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular weakness. 

You should not assume that the exercise includes one collection from each of the standards within 

the English writing framework at the end of key stage 1: working towards the expected standard, 

working at the expected standard or working at greater depth. Each collection should be judged 

individually.  

Please ensure that you note your answers down clearly and correctly, and give them to the person 

overseeing the standardisation exercise once completed. There is no template for you to record 

your responses you will need to record your responses using a format agreed within your local 

authority. 

Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a set of instructions 

B) a retelling of the opening to a story 

C) a description  

D) a promotional leaflet 

E) a recount 

F) an extract from a story  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740343/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_1_WEBHO.pdf


 2 

 

Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil A - Piece A: a set of instructions 

Context: as part of their ‘castles’ topic, pupils explored fictional castles and settings from popular 

video games. They then created their own virtual castle and wrote a set of instructions, explaining 

how to negotiate the castle and its grounds.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil A - Piece B: a retelling of the opening to a story 

Context: after exploring The Egg (M. P. Robertson), pupils wrote their own opening to the story, 

drawing on the text and illustrations from the book. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil A - Piece C: a description  

Context: as part of their ‘mythical creatures’ topic, pupils explored The Dragon Machine (Helen 

Ward). They then created their own dragon machine before writing a description of it.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil A - Piece D: a promotional leaflet 

Context: following on from writing a description of their own dragon machine (see Piece C), pupils 

explored the use of language within advertisements. They then created a promotional leaflet for 

their dragon machine.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil A - Piece E: a recount 

Context: as part of their topic on animals, pupils visited a local zoo. On their return, they wrote a 

recount capturing the events of the day and their views about different aspects of the visit. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil A - Piece F: an extract from a story 

Context: as part of their topic on gardens, pupils wrote a story about a flower. The excerpt below is 

the pupil’s opening to the piece. 
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Pupil B  

This collection includes: 

A) a description 

B) a story set in space 

C) a story based on a rescue 

D) a recount  

E) a retelling of a traditional tale  
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil B - Piece A: a description 

Context: as part of their topic on amazing animals, pupils visited a local zoo. They then wrote a 

description of their favourite animal, asking the reader to guess its identity. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil B - Piece B: a story set in space  

Context: as part of their ‘Out of this world’ topic, pupils explored stories set in space. After planning 

an outline of a story as a small group, they then completed it independently. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil B - Piece C: a story based on a rescue 

Context: as part of their topic work, pupils explored a range of ‘lost and found’ stories. Having 

planned the structure of a new ‘lost and found’ story as a class, they then wrote their own 

independent version.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil B - Piece D: a recount 

Context: as part of their topic on amazing animals, pupils visited a local zoo. They then wrote a 

recount about their day.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil B - Piece E: a retelling of a traditional tale 

Context: pupils explored a range of traditional tales before working together to create a story map 

for Goldilocks and the Three Bears. They then retold the first part of the story in their own words.  
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Pupil C  

This collection includes: 

A) an information text 

B) favourite memories from year 2 

C) a story 

D) a retelling of a traditional tale 

E) a fictional recount  
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil C - Piece A: an information text 

Context: as part of their ‘Life Down Under’ topic, pupils learnt about different Australian animals. 

They explored common features of information texts before writing about their favourite Australian 

animal. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil C - Piece B: favourite memories from year 2 

Context: towards the end of year 2, pupils were asked to write about their favourite memories from 

the year.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil C - Piece C: a story 

Context: as a class, pupils explored a series of stories involving a magical key. They then wrote 

their own story incorporating a magical item. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil C - Piece D: a retelling of a traditional tale 

Context: as part of their topic on tall tales, pupils explored ‘twisted’ versions of a range of traditional 

tales. They then wrote their own ‘twisted’ tale based on Little Red Riding Hood, an excerpt of which 

is below. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 2  

Pupil C - Piece E: a fictional recount 

Context: as part of their work in computing, pupils explored different virtual worlds, using a ‘virtual 

reality’ headset. They then chose their favourite virtual world and wrote a recount of their journey 

through it. 

 

 


