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Key stage 1 English writing standardisation exercise 1

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that discussion with the
teacher during the moderation visit has satisfied you that the writing is independent, including the
use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own.

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest piece,
and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books.

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the pupil’s
independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in the form of
spelling tests and/or writing from across the curriculum.

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular weakness.

Pupil A

This collection includes:

A) a story

B) a recount

C) a letter

D) a retelling of a traditional tale

E) a set of instructions



Key stage 1 exercise 1
Pupil A - Piece A: a story

Context: as part of a project about dragons, the class shared the book Tell me a Dragon (Jackie
Morris) and explored a similar story that had been devised by their teacher. After supported
innovation sessions, they wrote their own stories independently and self-edited their work.




Key stage 1 exercise 1

Pupil A - Piece B: arecount

Context: as part of their learning about Easter, the class visited a local church. They discussed the
outing with their peers, recapping the events of the day. Pupils then wrote about their visit, drawing
on their prior knowledge of the features of a recount, before editing their piece with support from
their ‘talk buddy’.
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Key stage 1 exercise 1

Pupil A - Piece C: a letter

Context: following their visit to a church (see Piece B), pupils were asked to write a letter of thanks
to those who organised the Easter experience for them. Each pupil wrote their letter independently
before editing it with support from their peers.
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Key stage 1 exercise 1
Pupil A - Piece D: a retelling of a traditional tale

Context: the class explored the traditional tale Jack and the Beanstalk prior to planning and writing
their own independent version of the story. Pupils were given the opportunity to edit and improve
their work before producing the ‘final’ version.
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Key stage 1 exercise 1

Pupil A - Piece E: a set of instructions

Context: during their exploration of the story Jack and the Beanstalk, pupils created and drew their
own version of the giant’s castle. They were then asked to write a set of instructions to help others

recreate their castle.
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Pupil B

This collection includes:

A) a recount

B) an email

C) a retelling of a traditional tale
D) a warning poster

E) a story
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Key stage 1 exercise 1
Pupil B - Piece A: arecount

Context: as part of their dinosaur topic, pupils invited their parents into school for a parents’ café.
Having talked to their parents, pupils undertook some dinosaur-related activities, following these up
the next day with a surprise ‘find’” in the sandpit. Pupils were asked to write about their experiences
in any form they wished. The gaps show where the names of friends have been deleted.
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Key stage 1 exercise 1
Pupil B - Piece B: an email

Context: as part of their topic on giants, pupils shared the story of The BFG (Roald Dahl). They then
adopted the role of the lead character ‘Sophie’ to write an email to a friend, expressing her
perceived distress at seeing a giant.
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Key stage 1 exercise 1
Pupil B - Piece C: aretelling of a traditional tale

Context: as a class, pupils explored the traditional tale Little Red Riding Hood. After mapping the
story together, they were asked to write their own version. (Where the pupil has chosen to make
revisions, they have marked the original words or phrases with a cross.)
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Key stage 1 exercise 1

Pupil B - Piece D: a warning poster

Context: as part of their topic on giants, pupils were asked to write their own warning to local
residents about the sighting of a mythical giant. During the week that the writing was completed, the
local area experienced heavy snow, which is reflected in the pupil’s choice of giant.
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Key stage 1 exercise 1
Pupil B - Piece E: a story

Context: as part of their woodland topic, pupils explored different stories that featured the woodland
as their setting. They were then provided with the start of a story, which they were asked to
continue.

"Come with me and I will show you a world of wonder and delight,” said the King of the

Forest,

o o0 Soiod IB%{W@M;

Get ol  Asvec By ey Shpped  or o ledy
St doo . The  Kingt  Seldd ot ® et gh
Ehe  with  Youl ‘ole Mu‘ W howve b
e’ wheo  Bey  wheCe  Were Bl Qo
fol\irs, borses, odaigiss, Puppye, KienS and  ucicomMSe
they ot beod  bheen  Stollen  Som el

cwne(S,. T w8  arazed  becaus, eXepr

Stom Boe  oM¥leus, ey

beeq, Cakren.

thing Coundl ok

17



Pupil C

This collection includes:
A) an information text
B) a fictional diary entry
C) a recount

D) a set of instructions

E) a story
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Key stage 1 exercise 1
Pupil C - Piece A: an information text

Context: following a visit to a local orchestra, pupils explored the different types of instruments they
had seen. As a class they discussed the common features of an information text, before creating
individual spider diagrams, recording their knowledge about each section of the orchestra. Pupils
then used their diagram as the basis for an information text. They were supported to write a section
on brass instruments through guided writing, and then wrote 2 sections of their text independently.
The pupil’s edits are shown in green.
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Key stage 1 exercise 1
Pupil C - Piece B: a fictional diary entry

Context: as part of their topic on the Great Fire of London, the class learnt about Samuel Pepys.
Having explored different examples of both fictional and real diaries, pupils were supported to
identify what Samuel Pepys might have recorded in his diary during the ‘Great Fire’. Pupils wrote a
fictional diary entry for Monday within their guided writing group before independently continuing the
diary entries for the following days.
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Key stage 1 exercise 1
Pupil C - Piece C: arecount

Context: as part of their ‘Victorian Adventure’ topic, pupils visited a local Victorian ‘living” museum,
where they were able to experience different aspects of day-to-day life in a Victorian town. Following
the trip, pupils were supported to record some of their highlights in note form prior to writing a
recount of their favourite part of the day. Pupils discussed their writing with their peers and were
given time to make any edits.
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Key stage 1 exercise 1

Pupil C - Piece D: a set of instructions

Context: as a class, pupils explored George’s Marvellous Medicine (Roald Dahl). Different examples
of instructions were discussed in order to draw out their key features and the type of language used.
Pupils were supported to create a recipe for their own marvellous ‘medicine’. This was then used

independently to create their own set of instructions in the style of Roald Dahl. The gap in the title of

this piece signifies the pupil’s name.
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Key stage 1 exercise 1
Pupil C - Piece E: a story

Context: the class explored the story of Dogger (Shirley Hughes) as part of their English lessons.
They were then supported to plan a story based on a child’s adventures with their own soft toy.
Pupils independently wrote the beginning of their story before completing it within a guided writing
group: the extract below is the pupil’s independent work. The pupil’s edits are sometimes
accompanied by underlining.
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