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Key stage 1 English writing standardisation exercise 3 
 

For this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the discussion with the teacher 

during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is independent, including the use of any 

source material, and any edits are the pupil’s own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest piece and 

assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the pupil’s 

independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in the form of 

spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 

weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end of key 

stage 1: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the expected standard 

or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise includes one collection from 

each of the standards. Each collection should be judged individually. 

 

Pupil A  

 
This collection includes: 

A) a description 

B) a story retell 

C) instructions 

D) a diary entry 

E) a description 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740343/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_1_WEBHO.pdf
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil A  Piece A: a description 

Context: before writing, the class set up an African style market in the classroom. Each table 

became a different stall where the pupils could describe the items they saw such as fruit, materials 

and spices. Pupils then watched a short video of an African market to set the scene prior to writing.  

This descriptive writing is linked to reading the story ‘Grace and Family’ by Mary Hoffman.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil A –  Piece B: a story retell 

Context: the pupils retold the story of Little Red Riding Hood. They listened to the story and acted 

out the main events of the story through role play before writing the story themselves.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil A – Piece C: instructions 

Context: this piece of writing related to a science topic based on plants and animals. Prior to writing, 

the pupils planted their own seeds. They noted each step of the planting process. After collectively 

discussing the features of instruction writing, the pupils wrote their own set of instructions. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil A – Piece D: a diary entry 

Context: a diary entry written in role. Before writing this, pupils listened to the beginning of the story 

‘Grace and Family’, explored Grace’s character and collectively discussed her thoughts and feelings 

at this point in the story.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil A – Piece E: a description 

Context: the stimulus for the writing was the opening sequence of the film ‘Hugo.’ The pupils 

described the film setting. Before writing, the pupils segmented the film sequence into 3 parts: Paris, 

the train station and the clock where the boy lives. The pupils worked in pairs to describe the 3 parts 

and generate vocabulary. This was then shared collectively before the pupils wrote. 
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Pupil B  

 
This collection includes: 

A) a recount of a visit to an athletics stadium 

B) a set of instructions 

C) a retelling of a story 

D) a story 

E) a recount of a visit to a farm 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil B –  Piece A: a recount of a visit to an athletics stadium 

Context: as part of their work in physical education, pupils visited a local athletics stadium. They 

then wrote a recount about the activities undertaken during their visit. The pupils self-edited their 

work. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil B –  Piece B: a set of instructions 

Context: as part of their Mythical Creatures topic, pupils explored stories that involved mythical 

creatures. They then wrote their own set of instructions about how to catch a bookworm. The pupils 

self-edited their work. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil B –  Piece C: a retelling of a story 

Context: as a class, pupils explored stories which involved animals, including Aesop’s Fables. A 

local storyteller visited the school and told a story about a selfish lion. Pupils then wrote their own 

version of the tale and self-edited their work. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3 

Pupil B –  Piece D: a story 

Context: after a visit from a local storyteller (see piece C), pupils were supported to plan their own 

animal story, incorporating a moral. They then independently wrote a version of the story. The pupils 

self-edited their work. 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil B –  Piece E: a recount of a visit to a farm 

Context: as part of their Farmyard Adventures topic, pupils visited a local farm. On their return, they 

wrote a recount of their experience. The pupils self-edited their work. 
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Pupil C  

 
This collection includes: 

A) a story 

B) a recount 

C) a letter 

D) a retelling of a traditional tale 

E) a set of instructions 
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil C –  Piece A: a story 

Context: as part of a project about dragons, the class shared the book Tell me a Dragon (Jackie 

Morris) and explored a similar story that had been devised by their teacher. After supported 

innovation sessions, they wrote their own stories independently and self-edited their work.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil C –  Piece B: a recount  

Context: as part of their learning about Easter, the class visited a local church. They discussed the 

outing with their peers, recapping the events of the day. Pupils then wrote about their visit, drawing 

on their prior knowledge of the features of a recount, before editing their piece with support from 

their ‘talk buddy’.  
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil C –  Piece C: a letter 

Context: following their visit to a church (see Piece B), pupils were asked to write a letter of thanks 

to those who organised the Easter experience for them. Each pupil wrote their letter independently 

before editing it with support from their peers.   
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Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil C –  Piece D: a retelling of a traditional tale 

Context: the class explored the traditional tale Jack and the Beanstalk prior to planning and writing 

their own independent version of the story. Pupils were given the opportunity to edit and improve 

their work before producing the ‘final’ version. 

 

 
 



 23 

 

  



 24 

 

Key stage 1 exercise 3  

Pupil C –  Piece E: a set of instructions 

Context: during their exploration of the story Jack and the Beanstalk, pupils created and drew their 
own version of the giant’s castle. They were then asked to write a set of instructions to help others 
recreate their castle.   
 

 



 25 

 

 


