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The 2024 Cambridgeshire HAF Programme continued to evolve and offer high quality 
HAF schemes to meet the needs of  local families. 

We endeavoured to increase support to families of  children with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) by increasing HAF Programme opportunities. For 2024 
this included funding more HAF places at specialist SEND schemes such as Little 
Miracles (see case study) and a new SEND offer at the Clip �n� Climb Climbing Wall. 
The total children with SEND who accessed the HAF Programmes during 2024 
increased to 1288. We will continue to focus on supporting all families and HAF 
providers during 2025 to increase inclusion for all children. 

The case studies included within this report highlight the dedication of  Cambridgeshire 
HAF Providers. This includes Come and Play in Whittlesey who offer exceptional 
support and signposting to local families, This includes one parent who received 
support to ensure their children attended the summer HAF programme and 
signposting to the local food banks and church. This provider also went to great 
lengths to ensure the same family were supported by delivering clothing, toys and food 
to their home. The HAF Team recognise and value the engagement of  HAF providers 
with local families. 

Our focus during 2025 will continue to be on ensuring providers meet and exceed the 
HAF Framework of  Standards. This will happen through support and challenge from 
our team of  specialist HAF advisers and the dedication of  providers to ensure families 
receive the best possible care and support. We look forward to building on our offer 
and ensure more opportunities are available to children and young people who 
participate in the HAF Programme within Cambridgeshire. 
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The school  
holiday event exceeded  

expectations!  

A job well  
done by the event 

organisers!



https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-cost-of-living/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSOEpJIXY5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSOEpJIXY5c


The Christmas 2024 HAF Programme offered the broadest range of  family 
experiences yet including swimming, ice skating, roller skating, an animal park, 
pantomime and climbing walls. Feedback from families suggested these were 
welcomed, especially at this time of  year and offered an enriching experience for the 
whole family to enjoy. Plans are developing to offer similar for Christmas 2025. 
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Summer
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As with previous years, the greatest 
demand for the HAF Programme 
from local families is during the 
summer school holidays with 3305 
unique children attending for up to 
64 hours each. 

Incredible  
forest school session,  

a fantastic day, filled with so 
many fun activities, and I 

was really impressed by how 
they managed to create such 
an engaging and enjoyable 

experience, especially  
with winter in full  

swing!

My holiday  
allocation doesn't cover all 

the holidays, sometimes  
I must take time off nonpaid 

which can then make me 
struggle money wise.  

The HAF Programme helps 
me to manage this more 

effectively.
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Participation of children with SEND or additional needs

The development of  Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND) places within 
mainstream and specialist HAF schemes has continued to increase year on year. We 
continue to support all families to access HAF provision where possible. Additional 
funding is given to HAF providers where needed to support the inclusion of  children. 

My son is  
non-verbal so can’t tell me 

whether he has a good 
time. But he retuned  

well-regulated and wants 
to go back which tells me 
he had a good time, and 

his needs were met. 

Participation within the Primary age range continues to be high. Young people aged  
11 to 16 enjoyed the range of  Christmas experiences on offer that they could often 
attend independently. This increased their participation to 24% compared to 14% for 
Christmas 2023. This is an age range that we will continue to look for alternative 
experiences that will appeal and engage throughout the year. 
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