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Preventing infectious diseases in schools: World Antimicrobial Resistance Awareness (WAAW) week

Dear Headteacher,

Every year, during November (18th-24th), we celebrate World Antimicrobial Resistance Awareness (WAAW) week, which is a global campaign to raise awareness and understanding of Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR). Link:  World AMR Awareness Week 2025.

What is Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)?
Antimicrobial resistance occurs when microbes, such as bacteria, fungi or viruses, change in a way that makes the medicines used to treat them ineffective. This means that medication such as antibiotics may not work as well, and infections may be much more difficult to treat. By using antimicrobial medicines at the right time, for the right reasons and reducing the chance of infections though vaccination and good hygiene practices, we can reduce the spread of drug-resistant antimicrobials.


What can I do to help?
You can make a positive impact by communicating AMR messages to children and young people to help build the resilience of future generations.

This year we are seeking support from schools to raise awareness of AMR. Here are five easy ways that you and your school could help make a difference:

1. Send out the attached leaflet as a newsletter item to parents and carers to raise awareness of AMR

2. Use the e-Bug resources in lessons or school clubs (see attached leaflet)
e-Bug (operated by the UK Health Security Agency [UKHSA]), is a health programme that aims to promote positive behaviour change amongst children and young people around infection prevention and control and AMR. Lesson plans are designed to complement the national curriculum and have been developed in collaboration with teachers and scientists and are accredited by The Association for Science Education.
Suggested lesson plans for WAAW include:
KS1 Introduction to Microbes; KS2 Harmful Microbes ; KS2 Antibiotics
KS2 Vaccinations Additional e-Bug resources (games, experiments, cartoons)

3. Take part in the national e-bug competition!! 
Here is a chance for your school and students to win prizes, and the opportunity for artwork to be displayed on the e-Bug website! 

Key Stage 4 students are invited to take part in the World Antimicrobial Awareness Week (WAAW) Creative Challenge, hosted by e-Bug. Students can demonstrate their creativity through digital or physical artwork such as posters, cartoons, drawings and paintings that raise awareness about responsible use of antibiotics and knowledge of antimicrobial resistance (AMR). 
The theme of the challenge:   What can we all do to stop AMR?

Head to our downloadable (click the link) Teacher Pack for more information, including classroom resources to help you integrate the challenge into your curriculum and submission guidance to get involved! 

By taking part, students will learn how everyday choices like using medicines responsibly can help preserve the power of antibiotics for future generations.

🗓️ Deadline for entries: Wednesday 5th November 2025

4. Nominate a staff member to become an e-Bug educator 
So that they can teach children how to prevent the spread of infections and how to use antibiotics responsibly

5. Make sure that your knowledge of school flu vaccination guidance is up to date
Flu vaccination in schools - GOV.UK so you can promote it confidently

Kindly consider using the e-Bug materials in your school and completing the poster-design challenge and then showcasing the children’s materials/artwork on social media to help heighten awareness and education to parents, carers and members of the wider community.

Many thanks for your support with the campaign! 




In partnership with 
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Dr Naomi Fleming, NHS East of England Regional Antimicrobial Stewardship Lead


Sally E Cartwright
Director of Public Health
Cambridgeshire County Council





Dr Christianne Micallef
Lead Antimicrobial Stewardship Pharmacist 
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough ICB
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