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Definition of Parent when considering intervention for non-school 
attendance  

 

 Section 576 Education Act 1996 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB: If not natural parents, can acquire Parental Responsibility through; 

 being granted a Residence order 

 being appointed a Guardian 

 being named on Emergency protection order 

 adopting a child 

 as a result of court order or by a agreement with child’s mother 

Is the parent a natural parent? 

If not a natural parent do they have legal parental 
responsibility (as defined by Children Act 1989). 

NB-see below 

No 

No 

If not a natural parent or having legal parental 
responsibility do they have day to day care for 

young person?  

No 

 

NOT A PARENT 

Yes Parent 

Yes Parent 

Yes Parent 

Proceed with intervention (e.g 
casework & parenting contract ) and 

Legal Intervention (e.g Penalty 
Notice, Prosecution, ESO, SAO). 

NB: All ‘parents’ as defined by EA 
1996 should be treated equally by 

schools and Local Authority. 


