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englishhubs.org

English Hubs 

● 34 English Hubs within the UK.
● Hub schools were selected for their expertise in teaching 

phonics and reading and to support schools in their 
surrounding area.   

● Hubs promote a love of reading and help schools provide 
excellent teaching in phonics and early language. 

● These Hub schools have been charged with offering 
funding and free support that focuses on the following 
three areas:

● Early language acquisition
● Age appropriate phonics provision
● Promoting a love of reading

http://www.englishhubs.org


Aims of the English Hub Programme

● Improved and sustained 
outcomes for ALL pupils to be 
proficient readers. 

1. Age-appropriate phonics provision
2. Early language development
3. Promoting a love of reading
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The million word 
word gap
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At five years old: 
Never read to - 4,622 words
1-2 times a week - 63,570 words
3-5 times a week - 169,520 words
Daily - 296,600 words
Five books a day - 1,483,300 words
The word gap

➔ Talk a lot families versus little 
talk

➔ Rich experiences 
Science Daily



“

Making sure that children become 
engaged with reading… is one of the 
most important ways to make a 
difference to [children’s] life 
chances whatever their socio-
economic background.

The Reading Framework 2022
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“
The Bigger Picture

Charlton and Asmussen (2017) 

Children with language 
difficulties aged 5

● Four times more likely to have 
reading difficulties in 
adulthood

● Three times as likely yo suffer 
mental health issues

● Twice as likely to experience 
unemployability
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Our journey
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● Two form entry in Hackney, London.

● Diverse school community 

● 35% EAL, 25% PPG

● Designated an English Hub in 2018 in 
recognition of excellent teaching of 
phonics and reading for pleasure.

● Since 2015, 93+% in Year 1 PSC 

● Pupils achieve consistently above the 
national average in reading in KS1 & 
KS2.
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Our Aims 
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Our Offer
Medium Level Support 

Medium Level Support (MLS) 

● Stand alone webinars:
● PSC Readiness

● Post Phonics Fluency 

● Short webinar courses: 
● Early Language

● Reading Leader Network

● Teacher Reading Groups

● Showcases in: 
● Phonics and SSP specific 

● Early Language 

● Reading for Pleasure 
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Our Offer
Early Reading Audits 

● Full day audit 

● Conducted by a Literacy Specialist 

● Alongside Reading Leader, Headteacher 

and SLT

● Identify great practise

● Establish clear next steps 

● Reflects the Challenge Checklist areas: 
- Making a strong start in Reception

- Teaching with fidelity to a chosen SSP

- Supporting the lowest 20%

- Team of expert reading teachers

- Strong language development

- Reading for Pleasure culture

● Attached funding to support SSP

● Varied grant amount or match funding 

option.

● Audit proforma

● Audits have been assigned for 2023-24

● Audits are now being scheduled for 2023-

24

● Please email 

englishhub@newwavefederation.co.uk for 

a self referral form 

● Audits are consistently rated as Excellent:

“The audit has made some immediate 

impact; provision is more closely tied to 

pupils' needs and feedback has led to 

immediate improvements in some aspects 

of teaching and learning”

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fpWmUJLpyxzQI8RlQE_U-qWmsL-09j6To3980Zfh1-M/edit
mailto:englishhub@newwavefederation.co.uk


A. A systematic synthetic phonics 

programme validated by the 

DfE.

A. Ensuring rigour in Reception. 

- Supports consistency

- Ensures expectations

- Develops a strong reading 

foundation 

Challenge Checklist 



Challenge Checklist 



D. Regular, weekly coaching 

- Side by side coaching 

- With tutors 

- Build capacity within teaching 

team

E. Gap analysis

- Regular assessment 

- Additional practise 
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Our Offer
Intensive support 

Intensive Support

● Two years of bespoke partnership 

working

● Support from a member of our 

knowledgeable Literacy Specialist 

team

● Supports your school with 

improvements in Phonics and early 

reading

● Sustain high quality provision in early 

reading. 

● Recruitment of a Partner 

School follows the audit 

and recruitment process

● Partnership Agreement

● 6 days in the first 

academic year

● 3 days in the second 

academic year 
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Eligibility - Partner School  
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In a nutshell 



The English Hub Offer
Medium Level Support 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1baGDQVwdKaYl
ou9JXrkK1rGCHOOJwMJA

20

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1baGDQVwdKaYlou9JXrkK1rGCHOOJwMJA
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Stay in touch with 
us!

Follow us on Twitter 
@wave_english

Contact us on 
englishhub@newwavefederation.co.uk

call 0208 103 5199

We would love your 

feedback!

mailto:englishhub@newwavefederation.co.uk

